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Release of Osage Indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans( L.) Nash) 

Occasionally new o r  improved s t ra ins  and var ie t ies  of plants a re  developed 
and peleased joint.ly with cooperatipg agencies. The purpose of t h i s  
Technical Note is ‘to provide f i e l d  offices with information on the new s t ra in  
or variety. It is  important for  f i e ld  personnel t o  keep v o r m e d  on new 
releases. 

Osage indiangrass was selected a t  Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Manhattan. It was developed cooperatively by the Kansas Agricultural &- 
periment Station, Agricultural Research Serfrice, and the  So i l  Conservation 
Service. 

SOURCE: 
central  and northeastern Oklahoma i n  1953, 

METHOD OF B m  D1,NG: 
collected as seed i n  eastern and south central  Kansas and i n  central  and north- 
eastern Oklahoma. 
evaluation fo r  leafiness, early maturity, seed yield, and on progeny tes t ing  
of selected plants for seed yield and quality. Uniformity was also considered 
i n  f i na l  selection. 

_DESCRIPTION: 
Uni$om.ity o f  maturity and freedom from disease were also considered in  
selection. 
the  area south of the Kaw and Smoky H i l l  Rivers. 

RELEASED: Yes. Formally relea8ed cooperatively by Kansas Experiment Station, 
Agricultural Research Service and Soi l  Conservation Service, May 31, 1966. 

BlUBDER SFED: 

. I  

1 Numerous collections made i n  eastern and south central Kansas and i n  

Osage is  an eight-clone synthetic developed cfrorn material 

Selection of the eight clones was based on preliminary 

Osage i s  vigorous, leafy and a good seed and forage producer. 

Because of l a t e  maturity, seed production should be limited t o  

Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station, 

Osage indiangrass was originally evaluated as Strain 2 

It has good seedling vigor, i s  easi ly established from seed, vol- 

i n  f ie ld  p l a t i n g s ,  further  refined and evaluated a s  Strain 3. Its general 
area of adaptation is  eastern Kansas, northeastern Oklahoma and western 
Missouri. 
untkers agresefvely, and a lso  spreads by short, scaly underground rhizomes. 
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SE%D PRODUCTION: 
minimize genetic changes, 
t i o n  seed and foundation only from breeder seed. 
tered class of seed. 

Seed production i s  best i n  36 t o  40 inch rows, f e r t i l i z e d  with 80 to 90 
pounds of nitrogen per acre  with other elements as needed. 
apply i r r iga t ion  water by the  row method. Weedy plants i n  seed production 
f i e l d s  can be controlled by cultivation, herbicides, and hand roguing as 
necesgary. 
effect ively control weedy annual plants i n  one-rpar old stands of indian- 
grass. 
pectsd with good purity and germination. There a re  approximately 170,000 
seeds per pound. Natures ear ly i n  October a t  Manhattan. Osage was developed 
t o  meet a specif ic  f i e l d  need i n  range seeding mixtures. Commercial pro- 
duction of seed i s  encouraged f o r  widespread use within i t s sa rea  of adapta- 
tion. 

JMPORTANCE OF XNDIANGRASS: 
which reproduces from seed and short, scaly, underground stems, The beauti- 
ful Golden plume-like seed heads are on stems from four t o  eight f e e t  ta l l .  

fndiangrass i s  found growing throughout the t a l l  grass pra i r ie  of the United 
Sta tes  and i s  one of the most important t a l l  grassesc It i s  very nutr i t ious 
and readi ly eaten by a l l  classes of l ivestock e i ther  a s  green or dry forage 
hay. This high producing t a l l  grass i s  a decreaser on bluestem ranges. 

when continually grazed shorter than f ive  t o  eight inches during the  growing 
season, it i s  replaced by less productive plants. It is easi ly  established 
from seed and is being planted more each year as a component of native grass 
mixtures o r  as pure stands. Responds t o  good range management on sandy and 
hardland s o i l s  within i t s  area of adaptation, 

Certification w i l l  be on a limited generation basis  t o  
Certified f i e l d s  will be grown only from founda- 

There w i l l  be no regis- 

Cultivate and 

Pra-emergence herbicides applied a t  the proper rate and time w i l l  

Yields i n  excess of 350 pounds of bulk seed per acre can be 8x- 

It i s  a native, perennial, warm season t a l l  grass 
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